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My Dear Sox, 


HOUGH your Conduct from 
| your Infancy has, in every Reſpect, 


been dutiful, and very agreeable 
to me ; yet from no Inſtance of your 
filial Regard, and Affection, have I re- 
ceived that ſolid Satisfaction, and Plea- 
ſure, as from the ſeveral Viſits, you have 
made a Point of paying me, fince you were 
engaged in the Mercantile Way of Buſi- 
neſs. 


| In our private Converſations, at ſuch 
Times, I have the Comfort of obſerving, 
that the Expences of your Education 
have not been thrown away; nor the 
Advice, I have given you from Time 


to Time, given in vain: That the 
A 2 Hopes, 


(4) 

Hopes, I all along conceived of you, in 
your growing Years, are fully anſwer- 
ed, in your becoming, what I always 
withed, a uſeful Member of the Commu- 
nity ; and that, to my extreme Joy, you 
are now the reputable Trader, the kind 
Relation, and, above all, the good Chri- 
ſtian. | 


Beſides theſe more important Parts of 
your Character, I am pleaſed, when you 
are under my Roof, with your ſocial Spright- 
lineſs, and Vivacity: They help to ſoothe 
my Anxieties, and remove that Lowneſs of 
Spirits, to which I have for many Years 
been ſubject. Your Company, rendered 
ſtill more agrecable, by Accounts of your 


- diligent, and ſucceſsful Application to your 


Buſineſs, chears and revives me for a Time; 

yet afterwards, I muſt confeſs, I retire with 

gloomy Thoughts to my own Chamber, a 
Prey to Spleen and Melancholy. 


You are not ignorant, that this Diſpoſi- 
tion in me, proceeds from a ſcorbutic Ha- 
bit of Body. This was ſo inveterate and 
alarming, that after many unſucceſsful At- 
5 n for a Cure, I began almoſt to de- 


ſpair 


(5) 


ſpair of meeting with any thing, that would 
give me any Sort of Relief, in this dread- 
ful Malady.— But, with a glad and thankful 
Heart, I think, I may now ſay, with the 
enraptured * Philoſopher, #pme. 


1 have, I own accidentally, hit upon 2 
Medicine, from which I have received 
ſpeedy, and moſt amazing Advantages. 
This Information will, I am well aſſured, 
be a Kind of Feaſt to one of your affectio- 
nate, and benevolent Temper of Mind ; 
and the more ſo, when you ſee I publiſh it, 
for the Benefit of the Multitudes, who la- 
bour under the ſame Complaint, and who 
by this Means will moſt 3 find the 
ow Relief, | 


It is on all Hands 3 that the 
Natives of this Iſland are ſo extremely ſub- 
ject to the Scurvy, that it is called the Mor- 
bus Anglicanus. It may likewiſe be as 
univerſally confeſſed, that it makes its Ap- 
pearance in various Shapes ; and how the 

r Patients are haraſſed thereby, and 
through the Dejection of Mind it often 


* Archimedes. a 
occaſions 


5 105 
| coccaſions, how miſerable their Lives are 


rendered, is a very melancholy Reflec- 


To you, my dear young Man, ſhould you 
ever be afflicted in the ſame Manner as your 
Father, and to thoſe of the Public, whom 
it may concern, I therefore recommend a 
ſafe, cheap, and efficacious Medicine; to 
combat, and in many Caſes, I verily believe, 
to cure this epidemical, and generally, ob- 
ſtinate Diſorder. As I write from Experi- 
ence, I am little concerned what the Fa- 
culty, or Adepts in the phyſical Profeſſion 
may ſay in Derogation, or Ridicule, of this 


well- intended Publication; but ſhall freely 
ſtate my Caſe, and diſcover, without Fee or 


Reward, but with the moſt benevolent In- 
tention, the ſimple, though effectual Cure, 


of a moſt inveterate Scurvy. 


For near forty Years I have been a Suf- 


ferer from this Diſtemper. Sometimes it 
made its Appearance in one Part, ſome- 
times in another, of the animal Machine. 


In order to conquer, or at leaſt keep under, 
this troubleſome Adverſary, I dabbled in 


Sea · water, and Tar-water; of both of 
which 


(7) 


Which I have drank many Gallons. I took 


Ward's White Drops, and ſeveral pretended 
Antiſcorbuticks; and made Uſe of other, 


as I thought, rational Means: But, alas! 


with little or no Succeſs. At Intervals, I 
was afflicted with an extreme Depreſſion of 
Spirits, of courſe was very unhappy; and 
the more ſo, as I deſpaired of ever getting 
the better of my Diſorder. And Reaſon 
enough I had to deſpair, when at the Age 
of Fifty- ſix, I perceived it grew worſe and 
worſe, and threatened to end in a confirmed 


Leproſy. 


Vader this Apprehenſion, it came into 


my Mind to try, what the two fimple 
Drugs of Cream of Tartar and the com- 
mon Flour of Brimſtone would do for me; 
and having ſome by me, I weighed an 
equal Quantity of them, and made them 
into an Electuary with Treacle. Of this 
I took, three Times a Week, as much 
as a ſmall Walnut, about an Hour be- 
fore I aroſe in the Morning. In about 
three Weeks I found the moſt te 
Effects. 


The 


3 
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The rank Eruptions I had, in ſome Parts 
of my Body, diſappeared; a Humour which 
greatly affected the Parts round my Eyes, 
and even threatened me with Blindneſs, 
abated ; and in a Fortnight more was car- 
ried off entirely; and to my Comfort and 
Joy (to yours I am alſo aſſured) I was 
freed from that Lowneſs of Spirits, and 
Dejection of Mind, of which I had, at 
Times, for many Years, been the unhappy 
Victim. 


When I perceived theſe good Conſe- 
quences ariſing from this Regimen, I took 
the Medicine leſs frequently; twice for 
ſome Time, and afterwards only once a 
Week, or as I found Occaſion. Though 
this was my Method, let it be obſerved, 
that I would not confine every Perſon to 
the ſame; but would leave that to their 
own Diſcretion, and let that, and their own 
Conſtitutions, be their Directors. In tak- 
ing ſo harmleſs, and ſafe a Preſcription, 
there is no Neceflity of being very preciſe ; 3 
and where that is apparently the Caſe, it 
will not be difficult to adjuſt the Times of 
applying 1 it, and the Quantity, It may be 
| 4 unneceſſary 
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unneceſſary to hint, that it may be taken 
with Safety in all Seaſons, and requires no 
Confinement. 


I am aware, that a Remedy of fo ſimple 
a Conſtruction, and deſtitute of the Sanc- 
tion of the medical Gentlemen, is ſure to 
be laughed at by one, ridiculed by a ſecond, 
and deſpiſed by a third; but let it not be 
either laughed at, ridiculed, or deſpiſed, 
till its Power and Effects arc known, and 
| experienced, Let thoſe particularly, whoſp 
ſcorbutic Habit diſcovers itſelf in outward 
Eruptions, make the Trial; and in this 
Caſe, ſimilar to my own, fimilar Effects 
may reaſonably be imagined to enſue. The 
Medicine muſt be acknowledged to be in- 
nocent, cheap, and eaſy to be taken ; ſtrong 
Arguments in its Favour. And as a further 
Encouragement to the Numbers, who ſtand 
in Need this Way, it is not puffed off, in 
Hopes of Emolument ; the ſole Motive 
and End of making it public, being that 
of omg good. 


J claim not the Merit, of inventiog this 
Preſcription z it was adviſed by a late emi- 


nent Phyſician of London, for keeping the 
£145 & B Body 
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Body of one of his Patients in a due Tem- 


perature: And alſo recommended by a Phy- 


ſician in the Country, as a good Prepara- 
tive for Inoculation. But ſhould the World 
be apprized, by my Means, of its being 
alſo a moſt powerful Antiſcorbutic Medi- 
'cine; and if it ſhould prove to do more 
good, than any other faſhionable Specific, 
or a tedious, expenſive, and difagreeable 
Courſe of medical Diſcipline ; I ſuppoſe, 
I ſhould not be refuſed, were I known, 
the Gratitude and Thanks of thoſe, who 
ſhould be benefited by it: Anu I doubt 
not, from the - aſtoniſhing Effects it had 
upon me, but Thouſands would find Re- 
lief from it, would oy but give it a fair 
Trial, 


| Unſnkilled as I am in the Profeſſion of 
Phyſic, I pretend not to analyze the Ingre- 
dients of which this Medicine is compoſed, 


or point out the particular Manner, in 


which it operates upon the human Body; 
but my Reaſon ſuggeſts to me, that the 
Scurvy, as well as many other Complaints, 
is occaſioned by unequal Secretions, and 
that this Medicament, ſimple as it is, is a 
great Aſſiſtant to Nature in this Operation. 
— 2 4 5 I alſe 


(11) 
J alſo apprehend, that it lends its friendly 
Aid, in attenuating the viſcous Humours, 
accelerating their Motion, and conſequent- 
ly removing Obſtructions, when that is too 
languid. This is my Notion of the Mat- 
ter: But if I am unable to deſcribe the pre- 
ciſe Manner, in which this Medicine pro- 
| duces its ſalutary Effects, the Defect is 
amply ſupplied by Fact; and Experi- 
ence will by you, and every ſenſible Per- 
ſon, be acknowledged in this, and all 
Caſes whatſoever, the beſt Miſtreſs, and 
the moſt faithful and intelligent In- 
ſtructor. 45 


J forgot to acquaint you, that beſides the 
good Effects mentioned before, I experien- 
ced another, which I ſhould by no Means 
| paſs over unnoticed. - You may remember, 

that I have had ſeveral Attacks of a moſt 
dangerous Eryſipelas in my Head, and which 
I had Reaſon to fear, would at laſt prove 
fatal. When that Complaint was not upon 
me, I may truly ſay, I was ſeldom free 
from the Symptoms of it. But fince my 
taking this Medicine, I have the Satisfacti- 
on and Pleaſure of informing you, that eve- 
| B 2 W Ty 


n 
Ty symptom of chat Diſtemper is totally re- 
moved. 


It has alſo been helpful to me in another 
Complaint, to which I have been ſubje& 
almoſt from my Infancy ; and that is, that 
painful and tormenting one, the Gravel. 
To Perſons addicted to this Malady, no one 
can ſcarcely be ignorant, that Coſtiveneſs is 
a great Enemy. From this gently-open- 

ing Medicine, they - muſt, therefore, of 
Courſe, find Relief; and this, I can aſ- 
ſure you, has very ſenſibly been the Caſe 
with me. I have now leſs Occaſion to 
make Uſe of my Horſe, which, in that 
particular, I always found to be my beſt 
Doctor. 


Thus you ſee, my dear Son, that by the 
Uſe of this plain, but moſt valuable Medi 
cine, I am at once happily freed from a 
Complication of Diſorders; but I cannot 
expreſs ſufficiently my Gratitude and Thank- 
fulneſs to a good Providence, for its extra- 
ordinary Since ſuch as vaſtly exceeded 
my Expectations, and my Hopes, and 
which I eſteem one of the greateſt of my 
temporal Bleſſings. In the Decline of Life, 


o 


n 
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to have Infirmities conquered, and removed, 
which might be thought unconquerable and 
immoveable ; to have the Health and Chear- 
fulneſs of Twenty-five return in the fifty- 
ſeventh Year; and to have the Proſpect of a 
tolerably comfortable, inſtead of a miſera- 
ble, Old Age, are ſuch favourable Events, 
as conſtrain me; invita Minerva, to com- 
mence Author: Not for the Sake of being 
in the loweſt Claſs of public Scriblers; not 
with a View of tranſmitting my Name to 
Poſterity ; not in Hopes of picking People's 
Pockets, to fill my own ; not to ram down 


the Throats of my Fellow-Creatures a 


Tincture of one Vegetable, or the Eſ- 
ſence of another, uncertain and regard- 
leſs whether they kill or cure, if I am 
but a Gainer: But with the ſole Inten- 
tion of contributing to the Relief of a 


numerous Race of Mortals, my ſcorbutic 
Brethren, 


I T wiſh, moſt earneſtly wiſh, for the in- 
genious Pen of a Berkeley to explain the 
Nature, and "deſcribe the Virtues of this 
Medicine; and thus to allure the Num- 
bers to taſte and try it, as he did his Tar- 
Water. Many more good Conſequences, 
121 I am 


(t) 
I am firmly perſuaded, would enſue there- 
from, than from the Uſe of his ungrateful 


Hong | 


| The Aſſurance of an H--- might not be 
unſerviceable to me; as by eternally adver- 
tiſeing, People would perhaps be teized into 
an Attention to a Matter, in which their 
own Advantage is ſo nearly concerned. 
Either Ingenuity or Effrontery would ſtand 
me in Stead, to make my Caſe of public 
Benefit. 


But I muſt be contented with a plain 
and dry Narrative of a Matter of Fact, as it 
happened to myſelf; and with drawing a 
natural Concluſion from it. I do avow, in 
the moſt faithful and ſolemn Manner, the 
good Effects before mentioned, from this 
innocent and palatable Recipe. It was ſo 
efficacious in anſwering the End required, 
and ſo ſpeedy, as indeed aſtoniſhed me. 
And if I was ſo much, and ſo quickly be- 
nefited by it, why ſhould not others in the 
like Circumſtances ? If one, why not two? 
If two, why not ten? If ten, why not a 
Hundred ? If a Hundred, why not Thou- 


ſands? Let no one therefore be ſo infatua- 
| ted, 
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ted, as to liſten to the puffing Advertiſc- 
ments of Quacks, for a Cure of a ſcorbutic 
Habit of Body ; nor be too fond of apply- 
ing to the regular Phyſician, when he may, 
at the ſmall Price of Six- pence, be cured 
from the next Druggiſt s and Grocer's 
Shop. 


Your -Hoquent Dealings with my old 
Friend Mr. Invoice the Merchant, have 
brought you into an Acquaintance with 
him; but you may perhaps be unacquain- 
£cd with ſome Anecdotes of his Life, which 
may, not improperly, be inſerted in this 
Place. When I lived in London, he and 
I. having much the ſame Conſtitutions, 
uſed often, in our Converſations together, 
to compare Notes, and lament, that we 
could find no Remedy for our Complaints, 
which were moſtly ſimilar, I remember, 
with what ſanguine Hopes (though con- 
trary to my moſt urgent Remonſtrances) he 
would ſometimes purchaſe the infallible 
Quackeries, puffed off in the Daily Papers: 
And though trying many, receiving not 
one Dram of Relief. After his Diſappoint- 
ments in this Way, he was as unſucceſs- 
ful in conſulting the practiſing Phyſicians, 

though 


6 6.) 
though he conſulted thoſe of the greateſt 
Name and . 


The firſt he made Application to was 
Doctor Criſis; who, when he had heard 
his Caſe fully deſcribed, ſhook his Head, 
and, giving one of his moſt ſapient Looks, 
told him, it was a very bad one : But ad- 
ded, he would do all in his Power for him. 
Accordingly he takes his Pen, and writes 
a Preſcription half as long as his Arm. 
This, ſays he, with Mr. Bolus the Apothe- 
cary's Care and Attendance, will, I hope, 
reſtore you. Mr. Bolus was not at all ne- 
gligent on his Part, but ſupplied him daily, 
and almoſt hourly, with gilded Pills, and 
Phials of various ſizes, containing the choi- 
ceſt Liquids; and made Uſe ſo freely of 
Bleeding, Cupping, and Bliſtering, that 
the poor Man was, in the Courſe of a 
few Weeks, almoſt brou ght to Death's 


* - 
- \ 


When honeſt Nature had, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, reſtored. my Friend Invoice, from the 
Weakneſs, to which this ſevere Courſe of 
Diſcipline had reduced him; an Acquain- 
tance of his recommended Doctor Hectic, 

as 
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as the moſt excellent Man, for Complaints 
of the ſcorbutic Kind. Away hies the cre- 
dulous Man to the Houſe of this able Phy- 
fician ; who, having heard and ruminated 
a little upon the Matter, ſays; Sir, it is 
perhaps in my Power, to pick your Pocket 
of many Fees, in combating this inveterate 
Diſtemper of your's : But I ſcorn ſo merce- 
nary a Procedure. Take your Horſe, let 
me adviſe you, and haſten to Scarborough, 
Harrowgate, or Cheltenham ; it is my Opi- 
nion, any of thoſe Waters will recover you. 
With much Fatigue he trots down to the 
firſt of theſe Places; with great Expence he 

abides there the uſual Time. From the 
Uſe of the Waters, the Humours he com- 
plained of were in ſome Meaſure checked; 
the Delights of the Place, and Amuſements 
of the Company, gave him a Flow of Spirits; 
and he returns to Town, full of Satisfaction, 
and Hopes of a perfect Cure. But he had 
not rolled on a Month, in the old Channel 
of Life, before his Complaint returned 
with its full Force, together with all its 
melancholy Attendants. What ſhall he 
now do? What other Twig is there to be 
catched at? What other Profeſſor in the 


( 18 ) 
medical Art remains, from whom he can 
hope for better Succeſs:? 


None ſo likely to anſwer his Purpoſe, he 
how thinks, as Doctor Nervous. To him. 
therefore, as his laſt Reſource, he makes 
his Application; to him he tells his long 
Tale ; recounts the Medicaments he had, 
without Effect, ſubmitted to; and the 
whole Gantlope he had run, to no manner 
of Purpoſe, _ 


The Doctor heard him with great Pati- 
ence, and his uſual Candour, and, without 
much Conſideration, replied; You have 
been treated wrong, J aſſure you, my dear 


Friend. Drains, Sir, are the only Things, 


that can totally carry off your Diſorder. 
The Method is conciſe, natural, and eaſy. 
It is only Mr. Bandage the Surgeon's ma- 
king you a Seton in the Nape of your Neck, 
and cutting you two or three Iſſues beſides z 


which he will quickly do, after giving him 


this Note, and my Compliments. In leſs 
than an Hour, by the Dexterity of Mr. 
Bandage, my poor Friend —— was 
made à voluntary Cripple; and, in Con- 

| 8 ſequence, 
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ſequence, ſome Time after, an Object, 
offenſive to himſelf, and all about him. 


And thus did the unfortunate Man find, 
in a Courſe of two or three Years, withe 
out reaping the Advantage he expected 
from this ſevere Treatment, the Remedy 


even worſe than the Diſcaſe, 


I ſay not this to depreciate the Body of 
the PraQtitioners in Phyſic. They are a 
Set of Gentlemen, for whom I have a 
profound Veneration and Reſpe& ; whoſe 
Worth and Merits I greatly yaluez and 
ſome of their Aſſiſtance I ſhould be deſirous 
of, if attacked by an acute and dangerous 
Diſtemper. I gave this Inſtance of my 
Friend's Caſe only to ſhew, how obſtinate 
a Complaint the Scurvy is; how frequently 
it baffles the Skill of the moſt ſkilful, and 
the various Efforts of the ingenious Sons of 
Galen. Be pleaſed, when you ſee him, to 
put this Letter into his Hand; if he deſpairs 
not abſolutely of Relief, I hope, .and am 
perſuaded, he will find more by the flight, 
and ſeemingly trifling Medicine recom- 
mended in it, if he gives it but a fair Tryal, 

than he has yet done; and that ſome Time 
C2 hence, 
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hence, I ſhall have the Pleaſure of con- 
gratulating him _ a Perfect Reco- 
very. 


With a View of contributing to the 
Welfare and Happineſs of many of our 
diſtreſſed Fellow- creatures, labouring un- 
der a troubleſome and tormenting Com- 
plaint, I have thus freely and ingenuouſy 
expreſſed my mind. To many of them, 
I make no Doubt at all, of the Remedy's 
proving highly beneficial; and ſhould it 
become as much the Faſhion, to take this 
agreeable Electuary, as it has been to ſwal- 
low down Tar, or Sea-water, or Ward's 
Drops, the good Effects, I doubt not alſo, - 
would be much more general. And what 
Joy this would give you and me, and in- 
deed every humane Perſon, I need not 
tell. 


After delivering my Sentiments upon a 
Subject, intereſting to vaſt Numbers in the 
Iſland of Great-Britain (more than the 
Armies of Xerxes or Alexander conſiſted of) 
you will readily excuſe my concluding this 
Epiſtle with another, which has much 
employed my Thoughts at Intervals, ever 

2 ſince 
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ſince the dreadful Cataſtrophe of the late 
Lady Molefworth, and her Family. The 


Tranſition may not appear ſo unnatural, 
when it is conſidered, that the firſt Part of 


the Letter is calculated to preſerve the 
Health of many ; the latter the Lives of 
ſome Perſons, in the moſt diſtreſsful of all 
Situations ; who ſhall, be in the upper 
Rooms of a Houſe, when the lower are in 


Flames. 


Upon ſudden Fires happening in London, 
it is often extremely ſhocking to read Ac- 
counts of Perſons, leaping out of high 
Windows; and, to avoid Death in one 
Shape, almoſt ſurely meeting it in another, 
perhaps more lingering and terrible. Is it 
not ſurpriſing, tnt amongſt the many in- 
genious of both Sexes, in this and other 
Nations, nothing effectual has been invented 
to ſave the Lives of their Fellow-creatures, 
in a Circumſtance ſo wretched and deplo- 
_ Table? Rope-Ladders, and Wooden ones, 
have indeed been thought of, and propo- 
Jed ; and to the Active and Courageous, 
they may be ſerviceable. But what mult 
Children, and timorous Females, do in a 


Caſe of this Nature? To ſuch they can be 
of 


(22) 
of no Uſe. I cannot help thinking, that 
a long Bag made of Fuſtian, or any other 
light Stuff, might anſwer the Purpoſe, by 
ſaving the Lives of many, in the terrible 
Dilemma, of being burnt, or inſtantly 

loſing their Lives, or breaking their Bones, 
by leaping into the Street, | 


T would have this called a Fire- Bag. 
and every Houſe-keeper provided with one, 
in a Cloſet next the Street, in the ſecond 
or third Floor, as ſhall be thought beſt, 
Let this Bag be made as wide as a com- 
mon Shirt, and long enough to reach the 
Middle of Cheophete from the Window, 
and quite to the oppoſite Side of narrower 
Streets and Lanes. Let one End be open, 
and the other ſewed up. One Side of the 
open End, which ſhould be rather wider 
than the reſt of the Bag, ſhould be nailed 
faſt to the Bottom of the Inſide of the 
Window-Frame; that Side of the Bag, 1 
mean, which, when it lies folded under 

the Cloſet-window; is the upper, when 


| | thrown out, will be the under Part, 


When any Perſon wants to eſcape out 
of a 3 let the Bag be thrown 
: out, 
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out, and the End caught hold of by two 
ſtrong Men, who ſhould hold it PRAC je. 
out, as far from the Houſe, as the Length 
of the Bag will permit: By this Means, 
1 apprehend, any one, even a Child, 
might eaſily ſlide down the Bag, with 
a moderate 9 — of Velocity, and with- 
out receiving any Hurt. To make the 
Entrance into the Bag eaſy, an Iron Ring 
gs be ſewed on each Side of the 
upper Part of the Bag's Mouth; which, 
when uſed, ſhould be hung upon two 
Hooks, driven into each Side cf the 
Window-F rame, at proper Diſtances: 
And thus the Mouth of the Bag would 
reſemble a Funnel, for the eaſy and more 
expeditious Reception of thoſe, who are 
to deſcend ; and who ſhould deſcend with 
the Feet downward. A Slit ſhould like- 
wiſe be made towards that End of the 
Bag, held by the Men in the Street, large 
enough to take out thoſe that come down; 
and if Eyelet-Holes were made all the 
Way down the upper Side of the Bag, as 
it hangs in the Street, large enough to 
admit four Fingers, they would ſerve to 
catch hold of, and render the Motion leſs 
precipitate; they would alſo admit the 
Light 
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Li ght and Air, and of Courſe make the 
Deſcent leſs diſagreeable. 


To a Perſon of Fortune, or the Society 
for the Encouragement of Arts, Cc. the 
Expence of making a Trial of this Expe- 
dient would be but trifling; and this 
might be done, by tying the Feet of a 
large Maſtiff-Dog, previouſly muzzled, and 
toſſing him down the Fire-Bag. If this 
Project, thus repreſented, or with any Im- 
provements from others, ſhould prove in- 
ſtrumental in ſaving the Lives of any, 
threatened with the Fury of a devouring 
and mercileſs Element; imagine if you 
can, for deſcribe I cannot, the Pleaſure it 


would give me. 


I am aware, that ſeveral Objections may 
be made to this Contrivance. It will be 
ſaid, perhaps, to be unfeaſible, if not quite 
impracticable ; but this I can by no Means 
allow. Little or no Danger can, I think, 
be apprehended, if the Men at the Bottom 
act but their Part well; and that they will, 
may be eaſily taken for granted, either 
from the Motive of common Humanity, 


or the Hopes of a Reward. For my own 
| P art, 
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Part, were I to be in the miſerable Situa- 
tion, for which this is intended to be a 
Help, I ſhould not ſcruple in the leaſt to 
make uſe of it, when all Things were pro- 
perly prepared, and well adjuſted; and 
ſhould think myſelf way Hoppy'? in . an 


Nee 15 


"The 83 1. * lang a Bags: 
will be objected to by many; and a mate- 
rial Objection it is, no Doubt, to thoſe who 
cannot afford eee a make _ 
a; zany A ; ö 
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In narrow Lanes Jn! Alleys, | it may 
likewiſe be ſaid, that the Bag will be uſe- 
leſs. That it cannot be ſo conveniently 
uſed in ſuch Places, is readily acknow- 
ledged ; but ſtill it might be ſerviceable 
to thoſe whoſe Habitations are fituated in 
broad Streets, Squires, and:Coutts,”. N a 
noi UM en 10 Hoot ei avi 
c Should it be (iid, in Oppoſition " \ this 
Scheme, that the Thoughts of - paſſing 
down, in the Manner: deſcribed before, 
are terrible: much more ſurely are thoſe 
ofthe. dreadful Dilemma, of being daſned 
nn 2 Leap into the Street, or 
U | D reduces 
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reduced to Aſhes with _ wn 
Houſe. | 


Admitting theſe ſeveral ObjeRions their 
fall Force, and that they are ſuch, as may 
deter ſome Perſons from putting this Pro- 
ject in Execution ; I will offer another to 
3 and the Public, which may probably 

meet with a more general Approbation. 


Let a piece of fron, long enough to 
bear the Weight of the luſtieſt Man, be 
well faſtened to the Outſide of the Top of a 
Window-Frame in an upper Story. The 
Shape of it ſnould reſemble a Swan's Neck 
Wes and reach down as low, as where 
the upper and lower Saſhes meet. The 
lower End of the Iron, being 'crooked, 
ſhould project from the Window) about 
eighteen, or twenty Inches, and have an 
Eye, or Hole near: the End, that will juſt 
receive the Hook of a Pulley. If this Iron 


- always kept well painted, it will take no 


Damage from Ruſt; and not be unſightly.” 
In 2 Cloſet, near this Window, ſhould al- 
ways hang a Pulley, with a ſmall Rope of 
ſufficient Length run through it; at one 


Hale of which I would — a ſquare Baſket 


conſtantly 


(27) 

conftantly faſtened; that, in Caſe of an 
Accident, there would be nothing to do, 
but to hang the Hook of the Pulley in the 
Hole of the projecting Iron. When this 
is done, the End of the Rope ſhould be 
throwyn down into the Street, but the Baſ- 
ket retained, till ſome Perſon catches hold 
of the Rope; who may, with great Eaſe, 
and in a quick Succeſſion, let down thoſe 
that want to quit the burning Houſe. The 
Baſket ſhould be deep enough, that the 
Sides, when a Man ſtands in it, may come 
up to his Arm-pits ; for Fear any, in their 
Fright, ſhould fall out of it, The Top of 
the Baſket may, and ſhould be ſo contrived, 
as to hang cloſe to, and even with the Bot- 
tom of the Window; in this Poſition, 
Children may eaſily be put, or grown Per- 
ſons get into it, without DIO: 


The Exceptions againſt the Fire-Bag 
cannot, I apprehend, be taken to this Ex- 
pedient. It may be put into, Execution 
an the narroweſt Lanes, and the moſt ob- 
ſcure Alleys, as well as in the moſt open 
and ſpacious Situations. The Expence is 
trifling; the whole Apparatus being, I ſup- 
role to be obtained, for the ſmall Sum of 

| D 2 twenty 
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twenty Shillings, or thereabouts. The 
only Objections which, I think; can be 
made to this Contrivance, are two. The 
Perſons, deſcending in the Baſket, it may 
be faid, will be expoſed to the Flames iſſu- 
ing out of the lower Windows. But the 
Motion will be 6 quick, that if they take 
the Precaution of muffling dee in 
the leaſt, with any Cloth, or Garinent, 
they can receive little, or no Injury. 
Where there are large Areas before the 
Houſe, it may be objected, that the Baſket 
will naturally ſink into them. To prevent 
this, it is neceſſary to be provided with a 
long Pole, with a "Hook at the End of it, 
with which the Baſket may, with preat 
Eaſe, be directed over the Palliſades, 


The frequent Fires which happen in 
London, and the many Lives loſt thereby, 
are terrifying, not to the Inhabitants of the 
Metropolis only, but to all Perſons of hu- 


mane and ſenfible Diſpoſitions, at what Dif- 


tance ſoever they live from it: And parti- 
cularly to thoſe who have Friends in Town, 
daily liable to ſo dreadful a Calamity. As 
your Houſe, my dear young Man, is ſitu- 


ated in one of the bulieſt Parts of the City, 


2 | I am 
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Iam almoſt afraid to take up a News- Paper, 

left I ſhould” be ſhocked with an Account' 
of its being reduced tõ Aſhes; and you; and 
your Fam ly, either invalved in the-Con- 
flagation, or with Maims and Bruiſes, nar- 
roy eſcaping v Lives. Let me 
therefore beſerch you a8 you regard: my 
Qhiet, and your own Bafety, to provide 
yourſelf with 6 one of che rpedients recom- 
mended above; and this Without loſs" of 
Time. But though I earneſtly adviſe mu. 
to uſe this Precaution, my Wiſhes and 
Prayers are not wanting; thit forcing e 
ver REV echten e | 


1 


The best Letter you lead they — 
will expreſs your Aſtoniſhment at the Te- 
merity of yout Father, in ſubjecting any 
=wtþ of bis Pen to the Criticiſm, 
perhaps the Cenſures, of the Public. The 
Reſpect and Deferenee always —2 
ouſly pay me, WII pro vip — 
ſuffer you'to blame me; yet Its Aa w 
think you Will be fürptiſed, partieularly at 
my giving che leaſt Hint derogatory td one 
of the learned Profeſſions. I foretel your 
ſaying; Are you not afraid of offending a 
numerous, and very reſpectable Body = 
e 
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the Community ?—Or if the Faculty are 


not Objects of your Fear; do you not dredd 
the Laifies of ide Reviewers, which are 
often eyere and very heavy, eſpeclally upon 
the poor Rogues, they ſqueeze into their 
monthly Catalogue ? — Or are you not? 
afraid of the Contempt and Reproaches of 
the many who are diſpoſed to find fault, 
without conſidering. the Views of the 
Writer, or their n rr for 
e r N 


With relpedt to the firſt Set of Gentle- 
men, I will ſuppoſe they have ſo much Ho- 
nour, Diſintereſtedneſs, and Tenderneſs for 
their Patients, as to be pleaſed, with their 
Recovery, from whateyer Hand it ſhall be 
pointed out. The Members of the ſc- 

| cond Society, though ſometimes ſevere in 
their Reprchenſions, yet theſe, I, obſerve, 
ate generally candid, where the Deſ gn is 
in any Degree laudable, tending to the pub- 

lic Good, or the Benefit of Individuals, 
he Reſt of the World (regardleſs of 
their Opinion, or Cenſures) I addreſs, and 
take my-Leave of, in the _ Words 
of 11 French *. 7 


Te 
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Ye crains Dieu er nas point autre 


„With the heartieſt Prayers for your Safety, 
L Health, and every other Blefling, I am, 


9 1 
« of 


My dear young MA v. 


j 


\ * 
be * 


Four very affectionate, 


and tender FATHER, 


